Complexation was achieved by refluxing proligand [1] and anhydrous nickel(II) chloride in 1-butanol for four hours [2] . Crystallization solvent was chloroform, from which the crystalline product was obtained as large orange plates.
Discussion
The central atom of the title compound has a pseudo octahedral coordination where the weak interaction of the free electron pairs of phosphorus atoms P1 and P1a complete the coordination sphere. In the very distorted polyhedron, the N1NiN1a angle is 169.5(2)°, the P1Ni1 distance is 2.907(2) Å and the P1Ni1P1a angle is 81.34(6) Å. 
